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such as "cat," "dog," and "door." As the child hears the
word, he points to the proper picture in the row of cards
placed before him. As the testing progresses, the intensity
of the sound is gradually decreased,
MENTAL   TESTS
Tests supplement observation. They are valuable to show
how a child acts in a standardized situation.
Mental tests which are to be used in making any important
decision concerning a child should be given by a trained
psychologist. Even under expert testing a parent or teacher
can be more certain that a high intelligence quotient is
correct than he can be if the score is low, because various
conditions may interfere with the child's doing his best, or,
in other words, from demonstrating his true mental ability.
Mental tests aid a parent or teacher in gaining quickly a
more accurate idea of the child's memory, number facility,
verbal relations, visual imagery, word fluency, and ability
to see relationships than can be obtained through observa-
tion alone.
Tests for preschool children must be interesting to them,
and the examiner must be skilful in calling forth the best
response a child is capable of making. At the same time,
the test should be easy to give and use fairly simple materials.
It should measure fundamental abilities and discriminate
between age levels.
The Kuhlmann revision and extension of the Binet-Simon
Scale has been widely used in the study of preschool chil-
dren. The new Stanford revision of the Binet test has been
extended down to the second year and will be extensively
used in testing children two to six years of age as well as
older children.6
The tests described by Gesell in his The Mental Growth
of the Pre-school Child and the other preschool tests listed
on pages 80-81 have the advantage of covering many aspects
o£ physical, mental, and social development. They also in-
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